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FUTURE

From Strength to Strength

Temple Emanu-El announced in November that Rabbis David Stern and Debra Robbins will
UHWLUH ZLWKLQ WKH QH[W WZR \HDUV 7KLV PRPHQW PDUNYV
the legacies of our beloved rabbis and anticipate new leadership. This issue of The Window
LOQWURGXFHVY D QHZ VHFWLRQ )XWXUH ZKLFK ZLOO SURYLGF
FHOHEUDWLRQVY DQG ZHOFRPHYVY DV ZHOO DV VSRWOLJKW WK

Congregational Conversations to and Jew by choice, | don't have the roots of multigenerational
Begin in .January Temple members. However, | found my home in this community

DQG KRSH WR DGHTXDWHO\ UH HFW WKH Kt
Temple is beginning a series of conversations called Sharing Our \yhat we want to be.”

Strengths, which will take place from January through May.

Barry echoes Jennifer’s sentiments: “I was honored to be
“I'am pleased to announce that two exceptional Temple leaders,  asked to participate in this vital project to help lead a series

Barry Greenberg and Jennifer Nocerini, have agreed to chair of community conversations,” he says. “We hope to gauge

community guides the most important decisions ahead,” says help frame the job description for our new senior rabbi. I look

President Sara Albert. forward to hearing from our congregants on the issues and
qualities that matter most to them and to help provide guidance

“Jennifer is a member of the Board of Trustees and Barry is a as we search for our next leader”

ORQJWLPH IRUPHU RI FHU RI 7THPSOH 7KHLU OHDGHUVKLS DQG LQVLJIJKWYV

will be invaluable to the process ahead,” Sara says. Please watch Temple communications in the coming months for

opportunities to share your voice.
A steering committee is being formed and small-group

conversations are being planned among a broad range For questions, contact:
of congregants based on demographics and levels of Meredith J. Fried Fedyk, Executive Director: mfried@tedallas.org
engagement at Temple. Sara M. Albert, President: sara.albert55@gmail.com

Both Sharing Our Strengths chairs are pleased and excited
to take on this project.

“We are at a pivotal moment in Temple history,” says Jennifer.
C7KH UHVSRQVLELOLW\ WR GH QH ZKR ZH DUH DV D FROOHFWLYH WR LQIRUP
the search for a new leader is an honor. As a Dallas transplant

Barry Greenberg Jennifer Nocerini
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Perspective and Possiblility

R J

t Yad L'Kashish, (“Lifeline for the
Old"), hundreds of Jerusalem’s
needy elderly come together to
make art, nd purpose and community,
and receive wraparound social services.
Jewish immigrants from Ethiopia,
Ukraine and Argentina make everything
from challah covers to baby blankets to
candlesticks and papier-méaché iPhone
Rabbi David Stern stands, all for sale in the gift shop. When
the director of public relations brought our Temple group
through the cramped and busy workshops in December, the
artisans shooed her away so they could get back to work.

One of the hottest items in the gift shop this year is a ceramic
pomegranate, with the bottom painted in solid colors and the

top in polka dots. Why? Because some of the center’s clients may
have the ability to manage solid colors, but not the hand-eye
coordination to do the more delicate work of the nely painted
polka dots. Each pomegranate represents a range of skills, and
the center’s genius for inclusion.

We have been bringing Temple groups to Yad L’Kashish for
almost 40 years, each time different, and this time especially so,
as Israel still moves in the long shadow of October 7, 2023. Our
itinerary was shadowed too: we met with a resident of Kibbutz
Kfar Aza, as she described to us the murder of people she loved.
We met with a survivor of the Nova festival, and the Bedouin
farmer who saved his life and the lives of seven others by hiding
them when Hamas came to the gates of the farm.

We saw memorial stickers everywhere, and heard people
longing for the return of the last hostage still in captivity. We
met with a Palestinian bookshop owner in East Jerusalem to
hear insights that agitated and enlightened us, and spent an
inspiring morning at Niv Nirel, a trauma recovery retreat center
that has a special relationship to our Temple community. At
Shabbat dinner, | soaked in a vehement argument between two
Israeli friends who completely disagree with each other about
the political situation, and about Israel’'s responsibility for the
suffering in Gaza.

PRAYER AND SPIRITUALITY

Every trip to Israel is a humbling reminder not to generalize.
While societies have their trends, we learned time and again

not to say, “Israelis think,” “Palestinians think,” “military

experts think.” The survivor of Kibbutz Kfar Aza told us that

“the experience of a kibbutz ghter on one side of my yard

was different from the experience of the kibbutz ghter on the
other side.” Chaos does not yield clear perspectives, as much as
we may seek them.

And so to the pomegranates. We are each experiencing the
ongoing trauma of October 7 in our own ways. Some moments
bring solid colors—a uni ed eld of purpose or perspective.
Others bring the mosaic pointillism of the polka dots—
brokenness, playfulness, contradiction, fragmentation, buoyant
hope. We were in Israel during the Torah portion of Jacob’s
wrestling with the angel, and we did plenty of wrestling too: with
questions of moral responsibility, of human evil, of seemingly
intractable complexities, of shadow and hope.

But most of all, we came away with a sense of the possibilities of
resilience: in how Israeli citizens have stepped up to help each
other where the government has failed: in the courage of the
Reform movement to stand for justice in Israeli society, in Israeli
and Palestinian parents’ deep and common desire to protect
their children from violence.

At our visit to the Nova memorial site, after they told their story,
the Jewish Israeli and the Bedouin who saved him embraced—a
shining beam of humanity and heart on the elds of bloodshed.
And at Yad L'Kashish, because the workshop day ends before
sundown, they do their communal lighting of the Hanukkah
menorah each morning. It's a practical solution, and a good
reminder that light sometimes comes when we least expect it.

This month and next, we at Temple will host two outstanding
scholars-in-residence who will bring us perspectives on Israel
today: Aya Margalit, Temple’ssh’lichah(p. 12) and Rabbi Dalia
Marx (p. 9). Together with them, may we nd some light on the
path ahead.
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A New Trip Around the Sun

et's open the secular new year with a bit of wordplay, shamelessly borrowed
from the Bard himself.

That which we call a semiquincentennial by any other name is...a sestercentennial,
bisesquicentennial, quarter millennium, or simply, America250.

Our Jewish stories and our American stories, our national milestone and our
congregational milestones—all are part of the collective Jewish journey that we’'ll
embark on together in our country’s 250th year.

In November, Temple shared the news of the paths to retirement for our beloved
Rabbis David Stern and Debra Robbins, in 2027 and 2028, respectively. As we begin
the secular new year, we’ll start the work of preparing for the signi cant transition
ahead. Look for a new section in The Window called Future, where we’ll be sharing
news about From Strength to Strength, the season of celebrations, farewells and
welcomes ahead. Later this month, we’ll start the Sharing Our Strength project to
take the pulse of the congregation on what members want for our future (p. 2).

The Jewish and American stories have been intertwined since the nation’s early days,
and an especially resonant moment occurred during the 1960s, when Reform Jewish
leaders contributed to the drafting of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting

Rights act of 1965. (The Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism in Washington,
D.C. served as a hub for drafting this legislation.) Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel
famously marched with Martin Luther King, Jr. in Selma, Alabama. That legacy has
informed decades of social justice practice at Temple Emanu-EIl. And on April 12, we as
a congregation will recommit to our core social justice essence in Yom Tzedek: A Day
of Action and Commitment (p. 24).

Learning for all is a touchstone of our democracy, and one of Temple’s core values.
We are so excited to welcome two Israeli scholars-in-residence: Aya Margalit, Temple’s
sh’lichahor Israel ambassador; and Rabbi Dalia Marx, professor of liturgy and midrash
at the Jerusalem campus of Hebrew Union College. Their insights will open new doors
to understanding the richness, traditions and complexities of Israel today. Read our
interviews with our guests and take note of the deets (pp. 9-10 and 11-12).

Fresh off the feels of the Nefesh Mountain weekend and the festive Hanukkah concerts
with our cantors and choirs comes Sea Crossings: A Shabbat Shirah Prayer Journey
with Turtle Creek Chorale. This very special appearance marks the Chorale’s rst

time participating in a worship service. Learn about why the organization replied an
emphatic “yes” to Temple’s invitation in the interview with artistic director Sean Baugh
(p. 6). Shabbat Shirah marks a pivotal moment in the Torah, as the Israelites sang
triumphantly after crossing the Red Sea. As we embark on the season from winter to
spring, from our personal enslavements to expansiveness and freedom, may we be
nurtured and supported by our community and our faith every step of the way.

EDITOR’'S NOTE
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‘A Healing Adventure’

6 JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026

T E -EC

an Baugh recalls a personal sea crossing that occurred last year during a concert
erformance at Broadway Baptist Church in Fort Worth.

“On a whim, | turned around and asked for a show of hands of everyone who has been
hurt by the church. Almost every hand went up,” says Baugh, artistic director and
conductor of the Turtle Creek Chorale, a predominantly gay male chorus.

“The majority of our singers, ages 40-70, grew up in a time where many of us sang in
church choirs, hearing what we like to call clobber passages from the Bible used against
us. But they still gave their gifts freely to churches that would turn their backs on them.

| view it as part of our mission to reclaim some of that musical authority that has been
used against us,” Baugh says.

So it was an enthusiastic and emphatic “yes” when Temple approached Baugh to
invite the Chorale to sing with our choir. Not only did he know Temple’s reputation
as a top-notch music program, but he also respected choir director Chris Crook for
many years.

“I've always admired the way Temple Emanu-El has been able to push a progressive
theology, and do so with authority and con dence,” he says. “Just by being invited to
perform at Temple Emanu-El, that is an invitation that says we value you as a human—
not just the gifts you bring, but your full, authentic selves.”

PRAYER AND SPIRITUALITY



Cantor Vicky Glikin af rms Baugh'’s sentiments. “The partners

we choose for Temple’s artistic endeavors speak volumes about
our values. When we were planning the 2025-2026 Music, Arts
and Culture season a year ago, we knew that a collaboration with

the Turtle Creek Chorale is an opportunity for us to support our ’
LGBTQIA+ friends, congregants and neighbors in an especially

polarizing climate. Sea Crossings felt like a tting theme for us

as Jews not only on Shabbat Shirah, but also as a community and f

a nation.”

The two choirs will sing the Shabbat Shirah Prayer Journey on
January 30 at 6 . Shabbat Shirah is the name of the Torah
portion B’shalach, which includes the “Song of the Sea” sung
by the Israelites after they crossed the Red Sea. It is customary
for synagogues to observe this Shabbat with special musical
programming.

“While the things we sing aren’'t water and sea-based, there’s a
similar thread of coming out of the storm and nding a place

A SHABBAT SHIRAH PRAYER CONCERT

after dif culty. | think it's a great t,” Baugh says. WITH TEMPLE EMANU-EL CHOIR &
TURTLE CREEK CHORALE

This occasion will mark the third time the Turtle Creek Chorale,

with more than 250 members, including three Jewish members, FRIDAY-

has sung in a synagogue, and the rst time they have been JANUARY 30’ 2026 | 6 PM

included in a worship service. “This will be a healing adventure
for them, and will open up some dialogue between our two
institutions,” Baugh says.

SHABBAT EVENING SERVICE
EXPANDED ONEG TO FOLLOW

. . . . , REGISTER: TEDALLAS.ORG/EVENTS
The musical portion of the service will be about 45 minutes

and will include selections by Temple’s choir. The works AC Sponsored in part by
encompass spiritual and peace-oriented themes and represent Beverly Goldman Charitable Fund
underrepresented composers, including women, people of HUSICI ARTS | CLTURE
color, Jews and those in the LGBTQ community.

“I'm very curious and very excited to see how it feels in the
room. | look forward to being moved by a service that’s not in
my tradition,” Baugh says.

About the January 30 Service | 6 | Olan Sanctuary

The Shabbat evening service on Jan. 30 will follow a different format than most Friday night services. It will open
with traditional liturgy, then will move into the Shabbat Shirah prayer journey with the Turtle Creek Chorale and the
Temple Emanu-El Choir. The Kaddish will be recited at the end of the service, following the presentation by the two choirs.

TIME FOR JOY

Get happy at All-In Shabbat on Feb. 20 as we celebrate Adar, described by the T
increases. (Cue Purim, which arrives two weeks later!) Spend a soul and spirit-pl¢
bring in Shabbat in art, song, story, prayer and food.

S5mChavayah, the pre-service experience, plus activities exploring the theme of jc
6rmA lively, joyful Shabbat service for all ages, followed by a congregational dinne
Registéedallas.org/events

PRAYER AND SPIRITUALITY JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026 {



Food for
Thought

Enjoy daytime classes in two new lunch-and-learns

Ani L'Dodi: A Love Song through the Generations

With Rabbi Kimberly Herzog Cohen
February 25, March 4, March 11 | 12-1:30 | Linz Hall |
in person only

As winter turns to spring,
we are pleased to present
this in-depth exploration
of Song of Songs, the
Bible verse traditionally
read during the Passover
season. Participants will
delve into the layered
meanings and adaptations
of this ancient love poem,
complete with musical
renditions and modern interpretations. We will also engage in a
writing project that will bring this text alive in creative, new ways.

Register: tedallas.org/events

Dialogue, Memory and the Presence of God

With Rabbi Seymour Rossel
January 29, February 5, 12 | 12-1:30 | Linz Hall | in person only

What does it mean to feel
God’s presence—not just
in ancient texts, but in
conversation, memory
and everyday life? In this
new class taught by Rabbi
Seymour Rossel, Temple
member and Chever
Torah teacher, we’'ll
explore how dialogue
opens us to the Divine,
how remembering connects us to sacred time, and how the
Bible’s idea of God’s presence still speaks today. Drawing from
Jewish thought, modern philosophy and timeless stories, these
sessions are for anyone who wonders where—and how—we can
sense God in our lives.

Register: tedallas.org/events

8 JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026

Tu BiSh'vat

The New Year of the
Trees arrives February 2

Celebrate Tu BiSh'vat with study and family fun

January 31 |9 | Chever Torah
Rabbi Debra Robbins will lead a Tu BiSh’vat-themed session
and explore texts related to trees, planting and Israel.

February 1|1 | Family Scavenger Hunt

Team up with your family for a fun and fast-paced photo
scavenger hunt! Celebrate the birthday of the trees as you
explore the beauty of nature around Temple’s campus.
Register: tedallas.org/events

PRAYER AND SPIRITUALITY



Experience the Beit Midrash
with Israell Scholar Dalia Marx

By Anjelica Ruiz

emple Emanu-El will welcome

Rabbi Dalia Marx as a scholar-

in-residence on Feb. 6-7, as she
takes us into her ownbeit midrasha space
where liturgy, gender, ritual and the
Jewish calendar all meet.

Rabbi Marx is the Rabbi Aaron D. Panken
Professor of Liturgy at Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion in
Jerusalem. In this conversation, she

re ects on the perspectives she brings as
a Reform leader in Israel and how prayer,
commandedness and community shape
Jewish life today.

Q: Your upcoming visit is framed around
the idea of a beit midrash What does that
mean to you?

A: This is actually the rst time I've

been invited to frame an entire residency
around my own beit midrashinstead

of being assigned a single theme like

the High Holy Days or Passover. Your
clergy said, “Show us a little of everything
you do.”

My academic eld is Jewish liturgy, but

| also work extensively on gender in
Judaism and the Jewish calendar. My
most recent book explores the festivals
through time. So the idea became a sort
of smorgasbord: a taste of liturgy, gender,
ritual and spiritual life. That’s the heart of
my beit midrash

Q: Temple members are eager to learn

from someone rooted in Israel during this
moment in history. What perspectives do
you hope to bring as a voice from Israel?

A: 1 hope to share the cultural and
spiritual aspects of life in Israel, less

the politics themselves and more what
emerges through the politics. My work
with the Israeli Reform movement centers
on peace, reconciliation, gender justice
and ethnic justice as expressed through
liturgy, ritual and worship.

Q: Your Friday night sermon will
explore the question, “Am | really
commanded by God to do this?” How
do you understand commandedness
in a modern Reform context?

A: Commandedness is central to Judaism.
While Reform Judaism once emphasized
ethical mitzvot over ritual ones, what
really matters is not how many mitzvot

we observe, but whether we see ourselves
as commanded, whether by God, our
conscience, our community or our moral
values. Being a Reform Jew is not being
a “lesser Jew”; it's about asking how we
sanctify time, make Shabbat meaningful
and pursue holiness. These questions
shape our families, our communities, and
our people and even national decisions,
like the commitment to return the
captives, re ect profound Jewish values
that function as commandments in their
own right.

Q: Your Shabbat morning session,
L’hitpalel: Prayer Is Dynamic, will focus
on new liturgy written since October 7.
What prayer responses from this period
have moved you most?

A: Everyone wrote prayers—secular
people, atheists, people who don't believe
in God at all but still felt compelled to
create liturgy. This is new for Israel.

Hundreds of prayers emerged in the

rst weeks alone: petitions, confessions,
poems, newpiyyutim Some sounded
militaristic, some mournful, some focused
on hope. Even the new versions of the
Kaddish were incredibly diverse.

Creating new liturgy means pouring
contemporary experience into ancient
vessels, and what appeared was rich,
nuanced and profoundly human.

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

Q: How do you encourage students
and communities to write or adapt
prayers that feel authentic yet speak to
contemporary realities?

A: | actually recommend recycling

and reusing older prayers rather

than inventing from scratch. There is
tremendous wisdom and emotional
weight in prayers our ancestors used in
their own moments of crisis. Reworking
them creates continuity and gives their
words new life.

That said, my Israeli and American
students are wonderfully creative. |
always encourage them to write, but
with awareness of the powerful tradition
they’re stepping into.

Q: Your Lunch-and-Learn session is titled
Women'’s Religiosity in Antiquity (and
Now): Not What You Think. Can you

offer a small preview?

A: | was part of the feminist Babylonian
Talmud commentary project, where
each scholar analyzed a tractate to
explore women’s voices and portrayals
of femininity. To my surprise, | received
tractates dealing with the Temple. Even
more surprising was that the separation
between men and women and the
exclusion of women was not nearly as

dramatic as what we see in some Jewish
spaces today. While it was not egalitarian
in the way Temple Emanu-El is, the
rabbis showed real interest in women’s
religious experiences, their desire to
pray, and their longing to be close to
holiness. There are some unexpected
insights there, and that’s what | want to
explore together.

Q: You've written extensively about
prayer, ritual and the Jewish calendar.
What areas of Jewish practice are you
exploring right now?

A: I'm writing a new introduction to
Jewish prayer. The classic text we all
studied is more than 125 years old,
updated, yes, but still rooted in an
older era. Liturgy evolves, theology
shifts, and our understanding of prayer
expands. This new volume will re ect
that evolution.

Q: Finally, what do you hope our
congregants will take away from spending
a weekend in yourbeit midrast?

A: | want people to remember how rich,
profound, creative and vivid our Jewish
heritage is and how much power it gives
us to make the world better through a
Jewish lens.

The Beit Midrash
of Rabbi Dalia Marx

Friday, February 6

Shabbat Evening Service | 6:15
Ritual: “Am | really commanded
by God to do it?”

Saturday, February 7

Shabbat Morning Service | 10:30
Liturgy: L'hitpalel: Prayer is
Dynamic—Creating Prayers Since
October 7

Lunch and Learn

12:45-2

Gender: Women'’s Religiosity in
Antiquity and Now—It's NOT What
You Think!

Register: tedallas.org/events

| also want them to feel the importance of
kehillah not only the local congregation,
but the global Jewish community.
Strengthening relationships between
communities, Israeli, North American
and beyond, is essential.

When people tell me afterward that
something they learned opened their
appetite to study more, that is the greatest
success. My syllabi always end with the
same instruction, in Aramaic, zil gmor
“now go and study.” If the weekend
inspires that hunger, then we've done
something meaningful together.

10 JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026

WHERE CURIOSITY MEETS JOY
ECEC Applications Open January 13

Applications for the 2026—2027 school year of the Early C

Center open for Temple members sm January 13 at 7

From infants through kindergarten, children thrive in a joyft
rooted community. With hands-on projects, nature discovel
yoga, farm-to-table activities and more, every day is full of ¢

and growth.

Accredited by International Baccalaureate and the Nation

Education of Young Children
Learn madedallas.org/ecec

LEARNING



How Goes? Temple Teens Get Going

By Livia Stevenson

The Temple Youth Group is off to a
strong start this fall. The teen board
began the year with an August retreat
to set goals, generate ideas and shape
vision for the group.

In October, teens gathered for a spirited
“Challah-ween” celebration featuring
food, games, football and challah

PDNLQJLD IXQ UVW WDVWH RI ZKDW WKLV QHZ

community can be.

Next up: a January movie screening as
the group continues building connection
and momentum.

Want to learn more or get involved?
Contact: scjl@tedallas.org

LEARNING

ECEC AUCTION TO BE HELD JANUARY 31

Help support our Early Childhood Education Center by becom
the annual auction. All proceeds raised will be used to invest i
development of our educators and staff, with opportunities suc
and learning from guest educators. When we support our edu
we strengthen the entire school community!

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please scan the (
We appreciate your support!
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Loving Israel nght Now

A Weekend of Conversation and Connection with Aya Margalit

By Anjelica Ruiz

ya Margalit, our community
Ash’lichah or Israel ambassador, will

be leading the 2026 Rabbi David
Lefkowitz Memorial Lecture for a weekend
of learning and re ection on January 9-11.
She will share from her heart her journey
as ash’lichah as well as a deep commitment
to helping us imagine what connection to
Israel can look like today.

“I'm going to talk about Israeli society these days,” she explains,
“and what's happening now and how that connects to Jews
around the world.”

Rede ning Her Voice

Before she arrived in Dallas as Temple'sh’lichah Aya says she had
a clear sense of what she imagined the role to be. “| want people
to have a face, a name, a family that they can think of when they
hear about Israel in the news or on social media,” she told The
Window in the July/August 2023 edition. “Israel is the most
incredible nation of people who care unconditionally. The people
truly are what makes the place and | hope to be able to bring a
little bit of our love of Israel to Dallas.”

But after October 7, 2023, everything shifted.
“It allowed me to bring a very authentic voice,” she re ects.

“It allowed me to bring a very painful and true story...to people
who might otherwise experience it at a distance.”

12 JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026

Her presence, along with her family’s, also narrowed the degrees
of separation for many congregants. Their faces, their stories
and their grief made Israel feel less abstract and more human.

“For me personally, | had to rede ne what it means to be a
sh’lichaly” she says. “Is my voice going to be only October 7?
Because Israel is not and cannot only be October 7. Israel is
a land with a 77-year history and a Jewish story thousands of
years old.”

Trauma, Aya says, cannot be the de ning narrative.
“Connections, people, experiences, dreams, hopes, education
and collaboration, that’s what needs to be the pillars of our

de nition of who we are.”

A Weekend of Conversations

Aya will bring the many voices and perspectives of Israel to the
congregation, beginning with her Shabbat evening sermon. The
Saturday lunch-and-learn will remain intentionally open-ended
to invite questions and dialogue. Also joining Aya on Saturday
will be Rabbi Nir Barkin, a friend of Temple and Senior Rabbi
and Executive Director of Kehillat YOZMA Modi'in of Israel.
Rabbi Barkin will also deliver a d’'var Torah at the January 10
Shabbat morning service.

During the parent education session on Sunday, Aya hopes to
help families navigate how to talk with children about Israel in
ways that cultivate trust, understanding and shared values.

“How do you bring the conversation back if it's stopped?”

she asks. “How do you start it if it hasn’t begun?” These are
challenges that re ect the wider complexities and tensions many
American Jews feel. Still, Aya believes rmly that conversation
will solve problems. Silence, she says, will not.



Cultivating a meaningful relationship with Israel, she notes,
begins long before a child understands history or politics.
“When we read stories to our kids,” she explains, “it's not just
about linguistics. It's about giving them tools to cope with life.”

Israel, like Judaism, offers children a language of identity,
belonging, values and curiosity. “There is so much beauty in
Judaism, and so much beauty in Israel as the land of the Jewish
people,” she says. “We can give them hope, identity, happiness
and the ability to ask questions, to understand that grown-ups
make mistakes and that we evolve.”

Curiosity and Hope

Aya hopes the congregation approaches the weekend with
curiosity rather than certainty. “I hope people will come with
guestions, not answers,” she says.

“Judaism has endured because we questioned, challenged and
stayed in relationship,” she explains. “Shutting down is simply
not who we are.”

She also hopes the weekend brings moments of hope. “Yes,

it's a dark time,” she acknowledges, “but there is a lot of hope
seeping in through the cracks, if we are open enough to see it.”
She sees that hope daily, in Israelis supporting one another and
in the generosity of American Jews. Closer to home, she notes
how Temple Emanu-El has supported her in several projects that
show love and care for Israel, including Hanukkah gift boxes,
participation in the Noya’'s Bears project for children, clothing
drives and more. “We come together. We lift one another up.

We stay together.”

Ultimately, her message is about relationships and responsibility.
“To love Israel right now is to love it although it hurts,” she says.

What is important is that we stay engaged.

“Keep the conversation going. That's what matters most.”

2026 Rabhi David Lefkowitz Memorial Lecture Events

Register: tedallas.org/events

January 9 January 10 January 11
Shabbat Evening Service Lunch-and-Learn Parent Education
6:15 Following the Shabbat Morning Service 9:30-11

12
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Withesses to Heartbreak
and Hope

The 21 congregants who traveled to Israel with Rabbi David Stern and Rabbi Amy Rossel were both challenged and
inspired by what they saw and experienced. The trip began with framing of the Israel story since October 7, 2023.

As the week went on, our community immersed itself in vibrant Israeli culture, met with changemakers and deepened
relationships among themselves and with Israel. Scan the QR code to hear re ections from Rabbi Stern on the trip.

14 3ANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026 ISRAEL



_COMMUNTY
Leadership in Action

year ago, Temple members unanimously approved a
new set of bylaws and began to bring to fruition a new
system of governance.

The new document replaced a set of bylaws enacted in 1974,
with few modi cations since. The main changes are:

It has been so gratifying to see how
quickly—and how frequently —the value
of having this strong and diverse group of
engaged voices is reinforced. When there
is a new initiative being planned at Temple
or a big change being proposed, leaders
across Temple are saying “Let’s take it to

v $ VPDOOHU %RDUG RI 7TUXVWHHY DOORZLQJ IRU PR thélL&i€dbdip Céuncil rst!”

discussion and greater ef ciency in decision making

— Sara M. Albert, President

v &UHDWLRQ RI D QHZ /HDGHUVKLS &RXQFLO WR DGYLVH RQ VLIJQLOFDQW

Temple matters

Participation of Past Presidents

v &UHDWLRQ RI D QHZ 1RPLQDWLQJ DQG iRk W& Havk Blolroff Wl way. Their collective

to allow for stronger leadership development

The Window checked in with several members of all three
leadership groups about how the new changes have been
unfolding since going into effect on June 1. Each of the leaders
expressed satisfaction with the outcomes so far, and looked
forward to continuing to serve in the new structure.

“It has been very energizing to see the new bylaws come to life,”
says President Sara Albert. “After 18 months of research and
learning, and then a complete re-writing of our core governance
document, it was a thrilling rebirth of a new model that both
builds on the strengths of the past and re-imagines what
governing at Temple can be.”

Leadership Council

We’ve gotten lots of positive feedback
from Leadership Council members, and
Temple lay leaders, staff, and clergy want
to bring their ideas and initiatives before
the Council to inform, to solicit feedback,
and to help further whatever it is they are
working on. The Leadership Council has
quickly become a highly respected and
sought-after group at Temple.

—Julie Weinberg, Chair, Leadership Council

and individual wisdom and experience adds so much to any
conversation, and they bring valuable perspective to the group.
The historical knowledge and institutional memory of the past
presidents is something | hope to more intentionally draw on in
future Leadership Council meetings.

—-J.W.

Size of the Board of Trustees

We went from a board of 68 Trustees last year to a board of 21.
The discussion dynamics of this small, highly engaged and well-
prepared group has provided a platform for very effective and

ef cient decision making.

-S.A.

| can participate in discussions in a more
meaningful way. Because there are fewer
people, we can sit in a way that allows us
to face one another. The eye contact and
non-verbal feedback are more reassuring
when having dif cult conversations.

— Erin Zopolsky, Trustee

An important piece is that, like was
previously the case with the Executive
Committee, pros and cons of issues

can be eshed out. The board is large
enough that there are multiple viewpoints
but small enough that those can be
effectively debated.

— Robert EIkin, Trustee

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 202615



Effectiveness of Decision-Making

Under the new bylaws, the dynamic is
completely different. The Board feels
more engaged, collaborative and focused
on meaningful dialogue rather than just
listening to reports. It's also helped us
build stronger relationships among Board
members—we know each other better,
which makes discussions more productive
and respectful.

— Eric Goldberg, Trustee

Oversight of Temple Committees

I've enjoyed service on both types of boards, but with the
changes, | feel that my role and objectives are more clearly
de ned. Thus, my participation feels more meaningful.
-E.Z.

We've become a true working Board. Each member now has
direct involvement in speci c areas of Temple life, which gives
us a vested interest and a deeper understanding of what's
happening across the congregation. Personally, | feel much
more connected and accountable because I'm actively engaged
in areas that matter to our community.

- E.G.

Nominating and Governance Committee

We have started plans for an exciting
new leadership development program,

to launch in 2026. We are working

to streamline and improve Temple's
committee structure by assisting

the committees to develop charters,
providing guidance regarding committee
membership and leadership and
improving the processes for our members
to become involved. And of course, as our core function, we will
soon begin the process of soliciting nominations for open Board
and Leadership Council seats.

—Linda Wimberly, Chair

The best changes are committee charters, creating focus on
the mission, term limits and objectives to have both continuity
and turnover; de ning the distinction between governance and
program committees, and thinking about a deliberate process to
sunset if and when appropriate.

—-R.E.

16 JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026

We are learning that we have many different kinds of working
groups at Temple (committees, teams, advisory groups, or
steering committees) and there is a wide range of needs for
Board oversight. Our Nominating and Governance Committee

is studying the best way to make sure that all groups at Temple
have the kind of connection and access to the Board that makes
sense for them.

-S.A.
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‘ K-pop Haman Hunters Spiel and Carnival‘

§ Soda Pop Purim: Adult Party & Spiel‘

COMMUNITY JANUARY/FEBRUARY 202617
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Planting Seeds
for Our Souls

AS E W - w
Rabbi Debra Robbins

Meredith Pryzant, MSW, Director of Pastoral Support

February 10, 2026 | 7-9 | Linz Hall
Register: tedallas.org/events

As spring arrives with the promise of growth and renewal, we’'ll
explore ways to plant seeds in our own lives that, with care

and nourishment, will help us grow. We will study Jewish texts
together and learn how patience can be a vital self-care tool as
we navigate this season—wherever we are in life. A light dinner
and all materials will be provided as we learn, discuss and re ect.

Rabbi Debra Robbins Meredith Pryzant

Getting Married?

Get Goin’ to the Chuppah!

Registration is available for the spring
session of Goin’ to the Chuppah. This
four-part series, led by Rabbi Michael
Lewis and Temple member Miriam
Kolni, a marriage and family therapist,
is open to any couple planning to
build a Jewish home.

The class is also a registered TwoTogether in Texas provider,
which means couples getting married in Texas are eligible for a
signi cant discount on their marriage license upon completing
the class.

We encourage couples to attend at least three out of the four
sessions so they can begin forming relationships with other
participants. The rst three classes are all held at Temple at 7 ,
and the fourth class is a home-hosted Shabbat dinner.
Register: tedallas.org/events

Dates:

February 17
February 25
March 11

Dinner date to be
determined after
class starts

Rabbi Michael Lewis  Miriam Kolni

e

SUPPORT AND RESOURCES
FOR SPIRITUAL AND MENTAL
WELL-BEING

and Families

Grief Support on Zoom
First Tuesday of the mrdtm.1@-Eeb. 3,

March 3 Here for You

Are you or someone you know experie
We are exploring creating a support gr
Last Tuesday of eachmadaim, A2-Eeb. 24-0r more information contact: Meredit

In-Person Grief Support
March 31

COMMUNITY

Substance Abuse Support for Friends No Barriers
Finances should never be a barrier to part
Thursdays every week frem 5:30-6:30 7THPSOH OLIH &RQ GHQWL
in person and on Zoom. Contact: Fredddf@adst Temple events, tuition and dues.

fredaheald@yahoo.com
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Gifts of Memory, Honor and Gratitude

Memory of I. Richard LeBjrthday of Larry Steinbégbbi Gerald J. Klein  Memory of Honey L. Gottlich

by Marcia Grossfeld by Suzanne Ablon Memorial Cemetery Funbdy Richard Levin

by Lynn & Jay Vernon by Sister & Joel Steinbergo HD XW L FD W L ByQAldh @a&hdgarten
OUR CONGREGAEI®N of Brad A. Lipstyonor of Gayle Johanseimprovements of the Temvsignory of Julie Hirsh

. by Rosie Stromberg by Marcia Grossfeld ~ Emanu-El Cemetery by Ann & James RadebWSlC AND PRAYEI

Dora Aronson Helping - pemory of Lita Marishalonor of Rabbi David Steiendory of 1. Richard Leddemory of Bemard Hoffjagic Fund
Hands Fund by Selly & Joyce Belofsky Rabbi Nancy Kasten py jackie & Michael Hofiydara & Mark Albert  £ppanco ot ot Temole
Distributions by Rabbi Dgjdthory of Stuart MorseE\ -R\FH -RH 5RHRyHOG Memory of Judith Fried .o P
Stern to individuals in neg@4iricia & Jim Krohn by Sandy & Rabbi BarryMemorF; o? Honey L. Gottlich
. Q_D Q_F L _D O DVVi¥iei) & Ribkaridi Sidfitaf 2hP Sk Resr Résner G248l Gerald J. Klein Diamond by Tricia Michaelson.
in dire situations by Mark Bailey Congregation Fund  Garden Fund Memory of I. Richard Lew Irwin & Sharon Ornish
Memory of Lary Barzungy Erik Prenton Assistance for Temple magiessance of the Kleiffy Bernard Rabinowitz Memory of I. Richard Levy
by Rita Sue Gold Memory of Jack Tucker WK URXJK DOO SdfderY HV R1 O L 1By Jeanie Tolmas by Jackie & Sheldon Fleschr
Memory of Lester Baumpy | indsay & Jeffrey Steip$Io X GLQJ K RMerloMy & QdrdIB mequ@f@imlMarishalﬁy Douglas Sutherland

by Rita Sue Gold Memory of Arlo Velie ) J Belof
i FDUH PLOLW Dby\Nidy&YRidhatd FridieRE!s &Joyce Belofs
Memory of Bill Colen by Debbie & David Sheipfeld, challenges and grief Memory of Stuart Morsﬁyy Amy Wong

. ) Memory of Lew Weinstein
by Artyce Colen Memory of David Alan Vgaehory of Judith Fried Alex F. Weisberg |_ibraryblé—(u%rdkal Bruce & Gary by Tricia Michaelson

Memory of Judith Fried py Marguerite Burtis & . . .
by Rita Sue Gold y viarg By Alice Burstein 3XUFKDVH RI - &"BSE‘?E""ER R \_/PO% Barbara Miller

- Vogel by Linda & Mike Sheff o pjicati emory of Clarice it -
Memory of Ray Friedmagiemory of Lew Weinsteir¥ pubollllcanons and enterta@mgtna K. Olchyk glr”e;icrl]atlon of Cantor Vicky
by Barbara & Stanley Kaig vnette & James Hogue media emory of Laurie Tyche
Memory of Viola Ganele, 5 - o Memory of Honey L. GoRligor Y%y Ann Kahn
: By Bobbie & David Repp bv The Stotland Famil Itz Appreciation of Cantor Leslie
by Rita Sue Gold by Dotty Weinstein y Y by Judy Tycher Niren
Memory of Bernard Hoffgite ciation of Bennett Memory of Miriam Vernqg, 5, Becker
by Julie & David Kronick - Gjazer by Sandy & Rabbi Barygjrthay of Sharon Ornish
Memory of Tillie Labovitg,, | ingsay & Jeffrey Stefddid TEMPLE AND Diamond by Lillian & David Shriro
by Joan S'f"be" | aé\ppreciation of Cantor VicgMETERY Memory of Lew Weinstein
Memory of Estelle Magi iki i ;
by Rita Sue Gold Gll_kln . Rose Marion & Lee H. Ber by Bobbi & Rlchard Massman
y Rita su by Nicole & Kevin Coop%'—. . &%N ERAL by Barbara & Richard Toranto
Memory of Guy Manast Building Fund - N
) Yy Susan Cooper . by Joanie Weinstein &
by Manaster Family  Appreciation of Rabbi U.pke(.?p ar?d .malntenancﬁe@fﬁ@@fEmanu-El General Shelly Weinstein
Memory of Lew Weinstein kimberly Herzog Condystoric building —— Operating Fund Mem.ory of Jennie Yonet
by Joan Skibell by Nicole & Kevin Coopdfi €Y f J;{ﬁ',"h Fried Support of Temple's gengiabpyiis & Ronald steifMLT PROGRAMS
Appreciation of Jack Bay 5,4y & Russell SilverQepr AN Phillips & Scafrograms and events  onor of Lisa & Steven Katherine F. Baurm Adult
by Rita Sue Gold Appreciation of Michael LeM&Ca”?‘T_V o Tveh Memory of Peggy Jane CohgRerman Education Fund F.und
Apprg(:latlon of Temple %&ﬁfgéfchel Laude & FamEY)I/em.?ry or Laurie Tycher Bennett . by Rita & Mitchell Rasang t for adult educati
by Rita Sue Gold Appreciation of Cantor LeshBZ by Janet & Mitch Jacobs{nor of Rabbi David Stary POt oF adult education
Appreciation of Temple  Niren by Carl Weisbrod Memory of Bessie Bodzy pachel & Mark Hausiegie s
Emanu-EI Choir by Rachel Laude & Family by Rebecca & Kenneth Biygsf of Samuel Weyser mory of Greg Eaves
by Rita Sue Gold Appreciation of Rabbi Ddg/@Rle Emanu-El Cemduynory of Susan F. Buif 3001 bavidow & Stuat é%r%n Eaves
Robbins Endowment Fund by Rebecca & Kenneth Bruder eRidry of Carl B. F_Iaxrr_1an
Susan Salom Clergy Gopg Marcia Grossfeld ~ Distribution from the TerMginory of Anatoliy by Peggy & Dave Millheiser
9y Gobyl - - Chernyavski Temple Emanu-El Memory of Edna K. Flaxman
Works Funds by Barbara Levenson Foundation supporting the y ent Fund

Distributions to charitablgy Kay & Cary Schachtemaintenance and improverme@R \D 6DPV by Peggy & Dave Millheiser

RUJDQL]DW L R Qoy Hela@alaYMeiX eheshgry grounds  Memory of Joseph A. g Saifpution from the TouRRHRRy of Bernice Linz Kah

need or community causispsgciation of Rabbi D&gmory of Elayne Brown Z. Epstein .sug)r;:]g:tmgf 'gzr:qujlgls\]pftﬁ%}ng ggy & Dave Millheiser
Temple’s clergy Stern by Marcie & Michael Brdinloanne & Don Epstef! y ' ory of Esther Lurie

by Lindsay & Jeffre Stem’ bR
Memory of Michael BentbgrBarbara Levenson Memory of Ida Freed y Y y Hen Eaves

; Memory of Charles Benpgsim i
by Courtney Purvin  Appreciation of Hallie Weipgsthy and Henry Jacoaﬁglane & Gary Freed Y ory of Selma Tillman

i iad by Janet & Mitch Jacob i i
Memory of Judith Fried by Nicole & Kevin Coop&rchives Fund emory of JUd_'th Fr.led Y Sﬁ?gig':%ﬂilcg%ri
by Herbert Fried Bar Mitzvah of Jacob HiksgBport of special exhibEg fzgrq? & David Gail
y

by Marcia Grossfeld by Marcia Grossfeld  gyr Archives uzi & Jack Gree_nman a)érlf;rr;? geit;vi:: Wolfson
Memory of Honey L. Goffiigh of Jack S. Sarmienfgemory of Julian MillheiggtHaI?y & Corey Hiscocks by Kerrie & St V\B;V .
by Adrienne, Tom & BridbyReesen Eickmeyer  py peggy & Dave MillheR%udi & Randy Ratner y Kerrie & Steven Wolison

Honor of Samuel Weyser

Memory of S. Ito Perl by Lindsay & Jeffrey Steinberg by Kerrie & Steven Wolfson

by Marian Perl by Sam Utay
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Henry D. Schlinger Ethidglemory of Janet P. Appreciation of Shira Paul Lande Summer Caiputh Scholarship Fund

Symposium Endowment Fideavberger Stevenson Scholarship Fund Financial assistance to famili
Support of the ethics by Carol & Jon Weinsteiby Michael Kerber Scholarships for childrerfdoparticipation in youth
symposium Memory of Faye PolakoBirthday of Tricia Krauss-YOUTH AND EARitgnd Jewish summer garograms
Memory of Norma Schlitydrioward Polakoff Lehrman ILDHOOD Memory of Dorothy K. Bbt@mory of I. Richard Levy
by Paula Schlinger & Memory of Dennis Rodgey<Ellen Kaufman Meint$sh! by Sheri & Jack Vine by Robin Kosberg &
Jim Gerhardt by Annette Corman Honor of Temple EmanEPUCATION Memory of Beverly Lande Mark Washofsky
Memory of Laurie Tycher Clergy Early Childhood Educatibyi Sid Lande
Spitz by Mary Spector & Juliuﬁﬁzﬁgr— (ECEC) Fund by Sheri & Jack Vine

by Annette Corman Support of ECEC prograMmory of Nethie K. Lande

Memory of Lew Weinstefriscilla R. Stern Memorﬁbmory of Lilly Berman by Sheri & Jack Vine

by Helen Feldman Literacy Fund Bluestein Memory of Paul Lande

Appreciation of Brad  Support of literacy projegis Susan & Joel Litman by Sheri & Jack Vine WRJ L
SOCIAL JUSTICE Blumenthal in the general and JeWi;ﬁlimory of Jules Edward Funds to support activities of

Hunger Relief Fund Y Nancy & Richard Fingsgimunities Colton Lomdim Project Women of Reform Judaism

Collection of funds for hL@P%reuatlon of Nancy FiieAgbry of Brad A. Lipstiy Diane Alper Colton Support of an open and

UHOLHI WKURX ﬂ%ﬁﬁé‘)}f@fp § Wu"e & Michael LoweMsgrgry of August Danblig e community for Lo=--dnd o Sisterhood

. . . recia antor i i N )
especially during High Ofglikin Jhory of Zolton Reichby Kerrie & Steven Wolf%:)I ious school children 9V|t SSRUW RI WKH

by Kim & Avie Schonwaldemory of Rosalie Danburg . and Service programs of
'\Dﬂ?rlsoanc(i)fP g:::::;r 3 At%) Stacey & Ricky Merlimemory of Beatrice Schigilfefrie & Steven Wolf erilc?: ngfes/lsaurice v Women of Reform Judaism
v ' Preciation of Rabbi by Lynn & Mark Bernstiddemory of Judith Fried y " As a Contribution
by Annette Corman ; ) ghrendt
Kimberly Herzog Coh@flemory of Ben Schneid@Y Carly, Scott, Beau, Rub& Wendy Palmer

Memory of Charlene Baﬁ n : - ) by Lynn & Bob Behrend .

Bernstein Y/ Ethcey & Ricky Merliy |ynn & Mark Bernstien &0 (l.zoldman SjaMemory of Beatrix Reidﬁn Honor of Sharon & Mike

Appreciation of Rabbi Dayi cky & Norman Sla ;

by Lisa Beckerman pp Wéfnory of Gerald Paul SYRF Willey

i Lawrence
. Stern mory of Sol M. Gilbert :
Memory of Fred Milton BJQW}H hael by Suellen & A.J. Rosm fi elley & Richard HifpGail & Dana Lawrenclgy C_ella Saund_ers &
by Jacqueline & Fred R chael Hurst Memory of Dorothy . Me@ f Lew WeinsteBirthday of Larry SteinbergVinnette Klein
ciation of Temple y Fran, Jeff, Mollie & D%rﬁmory o1 Lew TWeinsie AS a Contribution

Memory of Joseph M. BrowWanu-El Clergy Janice & Norman WifgfPatricia & Jim Krohn

. i . Emily Atlas
by Jacqueline & Fred RqReps e En : Toubin Memory of Iris Wolfson
gel Family P . ry )
Memory of Janet Cohengirinday of Robert StiﬁelApgtrsrCr:atlon of Rabbi Dg¥iikerrie & Steven Woltatetz Youth Fund Diana Edelman

by Melissa Harley Coh ; Memory of Jerome WolfSgiholarships for Jewish Baiagel
Memory of Rosalee Co%ﬂi?iﬁ?i‘zz g ;TSS;?RF [dsay & Jeffrey SteliPRrie & Steven Wolfsgansored by Temple or diherVeisberg
E\ -R\FH -RVH S{a8R&HQ HO GBIrh of Jack S. Samienighniversary of Steve Gilggflish organizations  Maria H Bane
Memory of Clara Felquﬂ/ Barbara Pilo & Stephby Debbie & Marc Andrasy ponna & Richard Hir§&Bmory of Alan Cohen Susie Litman
by Helen Feldman Shore BY Joyce & Alan Goldberg by Mindy & Rick Cohen Julie Lowenberg
Memory of Judith Fried gpeedy Recovery of Ed\grér hari & Steve Goldberg QD 5RVHQ H Qembh $hHoney L. Golsiy Silver
by Courtney Hensel & Fanjyy Yy Randy & Judi Ratner Greene Family Camp by Ellen & Allan Metz ~ Sharon Willey
by Linda & Garry Kahalmdlg Evelyn & Eugene Fo Birthday of Betty Jo Bellgcnolarship Fund Memory of Annette Kimimghn Salzberger
E\ -R\FH  -RV HpKedyR¥ddWRryRbamefyNthia Schneidier &giaRiesa) assistance to fayniéady & Rick Cohen /RXLVH 5RVHQ HO
Memory of Edward Monrogessler Brodsky for Greene Family Camp Nancy Israel

Gerson by Linda & Henry Kessler OHPRU\ RI *LQ MR & EIGarptie Beisyargie Landson
by Lisa Beckerman Sacial Justice Youth Levy Religious School Fund Barbara Einsohn
Memory of Honey L. Gotflli@\]i” Stone Tikkun Education Fund by Phyllis & Phil Stoup Scholarships for religiousinafer Shelton-Gray
by Julie & Michael Lowepherar 4 Support of worthwhile  Memory of I. Richard Le}fy FKRRO IHHV B RRNYsDQG
Memory of Bernard Hoffman - Temple's socfgucational causes for yoyitRhyllis & Phil Stoup additional expenses  yuh Min Chook

uppor ) )
by May Sebel rjurstice programs includirln’\% need by Jan & Tom Timmons Memory of Naomi B|°°”P<risty Goltz

Marri f M i i i )
arriage of Macy & Co QLWLDWLYHV %r\y &féﬂgi'n_a\el %OBW[%%S({WMIS Rodgeyslulie & Bob Herman | qjie Null

Horowitz by Mindy & Rick Cohen hil Stoup Memory of Sheldon .
. Jan Timmons
by Fran, Jeff, Mollie & DA lectures Memory of Ruth Cohen Memory of Adolph Stoup Fleschman

. M f Rosalee Coh . .. Roz Katz
Toubin b elr;(;)zrznoe &(gisaerd gi%r(]al\rqindy & Rick Cohen by Phylis & Phil Stoup by Sharon -& Dwight HIIIAIIison Schwartz
Memory of Barbara R. Y "~ 2 ’Memory of I. Richard Letdemory of Bess Meyer Bydagrol Hirsh )
Lantanzio by Carol & Jon Welnstelg . . Memory of Julie Hirsh Mindy Cohen
Memorv of Mary Kurtz 2 Beverly & Malcolm by Phyllis & Phil Stoup ) Leah Beth Kolni
by Cydney Forman ory y Bonnheim by Julie & Bob Herman Leah Beth Kolni
Memory of Stan Levens8 Cindie & David Kurtz Memory of Roslyn Meadoa¥la & Larry Steinberg - niversary of Sharon &
by Annette Corman  Memory of Lilli Sommer - Tefia e Lary S 9 Mike Willey Freda Gail Stern Fund
y by Janet & M|tCh Jacobq:enter for Jewi —

Memory of Brad A. Lipstgy Helen & John Stettler sh Leamngshelley & Danny WylBupport of social action proje

Memory of Alexandra Streng Endowment Fund : - « e
by Annette Corman by Elise & Mitchell Plaksen Birthday of Larry Steinberg consistent with WRJ'’s missic
Memory of Herman A. Y by Fran, Jeff, Mollie & In Honor of Leah Beth Kolni

Malone . ' by Steve Brown
Dani Toubin y

by Katherine & Jimmy Harvey Ibn Honor of Minnette Klein
y Steve Brown

As a Contribution
Wendy Palmer
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Learning from the past, celebrating the present, committing to the futi

Yom Tzedek

Social Justice at Temple Emanu-El

n April 12, Temple will convene
a social justice gathering to
build on its 154-year history of

making the world a better place. Together “
with the area chapters of Women of

Reform Judaism, we’ll share our stories,

acknowledge the work we’ve done and

commit to an exciting way forward.

“It will be a monumental day of gratitude,
of meeting the moment and deciding
together how we as a congregation will
live out the promise of our historic
commitment,” says Rabbi Kimberly
Herzog Cohen.

FUTURE
Are You With Us?
Join us to Take Your Place!

PAST

Organizations that Temple
Members Helped Establish

It is Temple Emanu-El's obligation to engage in the ongoing task of world
repair. We value being an integral part of and contributor to the total
Dallas community.

—Core Values Statement, adopted April 2000
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With Bear Hugs, from Temple

By Livia Stevenson

hen Aya Margalit created Noya's Bears last year, the
Wplan was to offer sweet stuffed animal hugs to kids

with special needs in Dallas. Now, Noya'’s Bears is
going global!

“Noya’s story and her love of stuffed animals is reaching
children everywhere, spreading comfort, joy and smiles far
beyond what we could have imagined,” says Aya, Temple’s
sh’lichah or Israel ambassador.

The stuffed animal collection was launched in loving memory of
Noya Dan, a 13-year-old from Kibbutz Nir Oz who was murdered
on Oct. 7, 2023. In that rst year, the initiative collected and
distributed over 500 bears to children with special needs. Aya
has shared the initiative with her cohort of sh’lichimaround

the world, and they are bringing the project to their own
congregations and organizations.

This year’s collection launches on Jan. 25, with donations
accepted through Feb. 24. Volunteers will assemble and deliver
the bear packages from Feb. 25 to March 7, a period that
coincides with the Hebrew month of Adar, traditionally devoted
to increasing joy. It's a meaningful re ection of Noya’s spirit, as
these bears bring happiness and comfort to children in need.

You can use our Amazon wish list, available

via QR code, to send stuffed animals directly

to Temple, and there are plenty of volunteer

opportunities to get involved. Together, let's

make this year's Noya’'s Bears even bigger,
brighter and more far-reaching than ever.

FEBRUARY CAFE EMANU-EL

Wednesday, Februany 17 | 2

For February’s Café Emanu-El, our vibrant community of olde
Aya Margalit for a meaningful program about the story behind
personal bond with Noya. Following the presentation, attendet
write heartfelt notes to include in the bear packages being del
Come enjoy community, conversation and a chance to spreac

Registéedallas.org/events
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Living the Legacy

A Guide for Families at the MLK Holiday

IN PERSON

Sunday, January 18 | 8 to noon | Jill Stone Community Garden
at Temple Emanu-El

Help grow the goodness together through hands-on service in
our community garden. As you arrive, you'll be assigned tasks to
take care of immediate needs such as planting and tending the
garden. All produce grown is donated to the Vickery Meadow
Food Pantry. No gardening experience is needed; everyone is
welcome. Bring gardening gloves if you have them, and we’ll
provide all tools and water.

AT HOME

These projects will be done in your own home and you

will be responsible for delivering the items to the speci ed
organization. Supply lists for each project are available. Contact:
Erica Matsil, Director of Social Justice and Family Engagement,
ematsil@tedallas.org

Purim Mishloach Manot gifts for kids:
Noya’'s Bears

Create packages with new stuffed animals to donate to Dallas-
area nonpro ts that work with children, many with special
needs. Bring to Temple beginning Jan. 25, or purchase items
from the Amazon wish list, shared via QR code on p. 25.

by
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Vickery Meadow Food Pantry

The Vickery Meadow Food Pantry is in need of specialty items
for their clients. These items are not always available on our
shelves, but when they are, they bring real joy to the families we
serve. When delivering, please label the bag with the expiration
date of the oldest item. Contact for drop-off: Carol Weinstein,
clnewb@gmail.com

Bye-Bye Bags for Vogel Alcove

In addition to meals provided during the day, Vogel Alcove
distributes Bye-Bye Bags to children at the end of the day,
helping to bridge the gap between meals. The Bye-Bye
bags consist of lunch-size paper sacks lled with a variety
of shelf-stable snacks, a small bottle of water or fruit juice
and plasticware if needed. Contact: Heather Bradford,
hbradford@vogelalcove.com

Hygiene bags for Family Gateway

These bags provide personal care items to families experiencing
homelessness. Please use regular-sized items, not travel-sized.
Contact: Kathy Kidwell, kkidwell@familygateway.org

Snack Bags and Welcome Baskets for Stewpot

Snack Bags are gallon-size plastic-zippered or drawstring
backpacks lled with nourishing snacks for hungry clients.
Everything must be prepackaged and ready to eat. Homemade
items are not allowed. Please avoid hard foods or items that
need a can opener or other device to open them. To arrange a
drop-off, contact: volunteer@thestewpot.org

Welcome Baskets are laundry baskets containing new
household items, including bathroom necessities and cleaning
supplies, for newly housed clients. Contact to coordinate a
drop-off time: John Swindle, johns@thestewpot.org
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SUPPLY LISTS FOR
SOCIAL JUSTICE KITS

Vickery Meadow Food Pantry
Spice kit6:SLFHVY DUH KDUG WR QG LQ PDQ\ SDQWULHYV
Some ideas for the kit include:

M 6DOW DQG 3HSSHU

M *DUOLF 3RZGHU

M 2QLRQ 3RZGHU

M &LQQDPRQ

M &KLOL 3HSSHUV

M 7XPHULF

M *LQJHU

Kids’ Snawkken kids visit the pantry, th8ytoByeoBags for Vogel Alcove Snack Bags for Stewpot

be given a small bag of their favorites. Two from this list: M %RWWOH RI ZDWHU

M =LSORF RU EURZQ SDBHWRE@OBJIVK FUDFNHUV M (OHFWURO\WH SDFNHW'
M $SSOHVDXFH M &KHHVH FUDFNHUV QR SRIDNMQ K WUEXOWWEHDW SOHD
M &KLSV M ,QGLYLGXDO VL]H ERIMVWVXRQDISDHFNEBWWXFK DV &
M 3LUDWHY %RRW\ VQDEGM Yom this list: M 3RS WRS 9LHQQD VDXVI
M *UDQROD EDUV M &KLFNHQ vDODG NLWMzZLQ&KLFGBERQUV SR wH

M $Q\ NLQG RI SURWHLY ¥R RRXUPK LLIo®RWH

Soup KiBgup kits are great this time of Y%é‘i'cept nuts)

Each kit should be put into a jar or Ziplgrsvge%go?nnt is list Welcome Baskets for Stewpot

include the ingredients needed for the re<I:|pe. . . _ M %RG\ WRZHOV

<RX FDQ QG GLIIHUHQWGHFFILYIPT SBR & REEBY | x eroyHPmH GHRGRUD QW

homemade-soup-mixes-in-a-jar/. M )UXLW FXS M 'LVK VSRQJHV DQG VRD
M $SSOHVDXFH FXS RU WTXRAHI H v BERINHVW H V

Birthday Cake Pa&keggsne lovesto M JUXLW VWULSV VODFNW 7RLOHW SDSHU

celebrate their birthday, but some famift@ieaRlgsse write the expiration date ofthg RdestHW FOHDQHU

afford the ingredients. item on the outside of the bag. 6PDOO WUDYHO VL]H OI

WURRPV PRSV

7TUDVK FDQV

7TUDVK EDJV

&DQ RSHQHU

'LVKZDVKHU SRGV

ORS EXFNHW

Put together a cute basket for the clientdygiene bags for Family Gateway
3DQ WR EDNH FDNH (full sizes only)

%R[ FDNH PLJ M 6KDPSRR

FLQJ &RQGLWLRQHU
%LUWKGD\ FDQGOHYV "HRGRUDQW
9HJHWDEOH RLO ORXWKZDVK 3DSHU WRZHOV

(JIV 7TRRWKSDVWH &OHDQLQJ SURGXFWYV
7TRRWKEUXVKHYV glass cleaner, dish soap

%RG\ ZDVK

%RG\ VFUXE

%RG\ WRZHOV

J)DFH WRZHOV

LTI L

=TI L

=T L
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