Parshat Naso: Nazerite Vows

I. The Nazir

Numbers 6:1-9

(1) HaShem spoke to Moses, saying: (2)
Speak to the Israelites and say to them:
If any men or women explicitly utter a
nazirite’s vow, to set themselves apart
for HaShem, (3) they shall abstain from
wine and any other intoxicant; they shall
not drink vinegar of wine or of any other
intoxicant, neither shall they drink
anything in which grapes have been
steeped, nor eat grapes fresh or dried.
(4) Throughout their term as nazirite,
they may not eat anything that is
obtained from the grapevine, even seeds
or skin. (5) Throughout the term of their
VOWw as nazirite, no razor shall touch
their head; it shall remain consecrated
until the completion of their term as
nazirite of HaShem, the hair of their
head being left to grow untrimmed. (6)
Throughout the term that they have set
apart for HaShem, they shall not go in
where there is a dead person. (7) Even if
their father or mother, or their brother or
sister should die, they must not become
defiled for any of them, since hair set
apart for their God is upon their head:
(8) throughout their term as nazirite they
are consecrated to HaShem. (9) If
someone dies suddenly nearby, defiling
the consecrated hair, the [nazirite] shall
shave the head at the time of becoming
pure, shaving it on the seventh day.
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I1. The Birth of Samson

Judges 13:1-5

(1) The Israelites again did what was
offensive to HaShem, and HaShem
delivered them into the hands of the
Philistines for forty years. (2) There was
a certain man from Zorah, of the stock of
Dan, whose name was Manoah. His wife
was infertile and had borne no

children. (3) An angel of HaShem
appeared to the woman and said to her,
“You are infertile and have borne no
children; but you shall conceive and bear
a son. (4) Now be careful not to drink
wine or other intoxicant, or to eat
anything impure. (5) For you are going
to conceive and bear a son; let no razor
touch his head, for the boy is to be a
nazirite to God from the womb on. He
shall be the first to deliver Israel from
the Philistines.”

Judges 13:17-18

(17) So Manoabh said to the angel of HaShem,
“What is your name? We should like to honor
you when your words come true.” (18) The angel
said to him, “You must not ask for my name; it is
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II1. The Timnah Woman

Judges 14:1-10

(1) Once Samson went down to Timnabh;
and while in Timnah, he noticed a certain
young Philistine woman. (2) On his
return, he told his father and mother, “I
noticed one of the Philistine women in
Timnah; please get her for me as a
wife.” (3) His father and mother said to
him, “Is there no one among the
daughters of your own kindred and
among all our people, that you must go
and take a wife from the uncircumcised
Philistines?” But Samson answered his
father, “Get me that one, for she is the
one that pleases me.” (4) His father and
mother did not realize that his request
was from HaShem, who was seeking a
pretext against the Philistines, for the
Philistines were ruling over Israel at that
time. (5) So Samson and his father and
mother went down to Timnah.

When he came to the vineyards of
Timnah [for the first time], a full-grown
lion came roaring at him. (6) The spirit
of HaShem gripped him, and he tore him
asunder with his bare hands as one might
tear a kid asunder; but he did not tell his
father and mother what he had done. (7)
Then he went down and spoke to the
woman, and she pleased Samson. (8)
Returning the following year to marry
her, he turned aside to look at the
remains of the lion; and in the lion’s
skeleton he found a swarm of bees, and
honey. (9) He scooped it into his palms
and ate it as he went along. When he
rejoined his father and mother, he gave
them some and they ate it; but he did not
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tell them that he had scooped the
honey out of a lion’s skeleton. (10)
So his father came down to the
woman, and Samson made a feast
there, as young men used to do.



Judges 14:19

(19) The spirit of HaShem gripped him.
He went down to Ashkelon and killed
thirty of its men. He stripped them and
gave the sets of clothing to those who
had answered the riddle. And he left in a
rage for his father’s house.

IV. Samson and the Philistines, Part 1

Judges 15:9-15

(9) The Philistines came up, pitched
camp in Judah and spread out over
Lehi. (10) Judah’s side asked, “Why
have you come up against us?” They
answered, “We have come to take
Samson prisoner, and to do to him as
he did to us.” (11) Thereupon three
thousand Judahites went down to the
cave of the rock of Etam, and they said
to Samson, “You knew that the
Philistines rule over us; why have you
done this to us?” He replied, “As they
did to me, so I did to them.” (12) “We
have come down,” they told him, “to
take you prisoner and to hand you over
to the Philistines.” “But swear to me,”
said Samson to them, “that you
yourselves will not attack me.” (13)
“We won’t,” they replied. “We will
only take you prisoner and hand you
over to them; we will not slay you.” So
they bound him with two new ropes
and brought him up from the rock.

(14) When he reached Lehi, the
Philistines came shouting to meet him.
Thereupon the spirit of HaShem
gripped him, and the ropes on his arms
became like flax that catches fire; the
bonds melted off
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his hands. (15) He came upon a fresh
jawbone of a donkey and he picked it
up; and with it he killed a thousand
men.



