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Parshat Naso: Nazerite Vows 
Source Sheet by Michael Lewis 

I. The Nazir   

 
 
Numbers 6:1-9 
(1) HaShem spoke to Moses, saying: (2) 
Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 
If any men or women explicitly utter a 
nazirite’s vow, to set themselves apart 
for HaShem, (3) they shall abstain from 
wine and any other intoxicant; they shall 
not drink vinegar of wine or of any other 
intoxicant, neither shall they drink 
anything in which grapes have been 
steeped, nor eat grapes fresh or dried. 
(4) Throughout their term as nazirite, 
they may not eat anything that is 
obtained from the grapevine, even seeds 
or skin. (5) Throughout the term of their 
vow as nazirite, no razor shall touch 
their head; it shall remain consecrated 
until the completion of their term as 
nazirite of HaShem, the hair of their 
head being left to grow untrimmed. (6) 
Throughout the term that they have set 
apart for HaShem, they shall not go in 
where there is a dead person. (7) Even if 
their father or mother, or their brother or 
sister should die, they must not become 
defiled for any of them, since hair set 
apart for their God is upon their head: 
(8) throughout their term as nazirite they 
are consecrated to HaShem. (9) If 
someone dies suddenly nearby, defiling 
the consecrated hair, the [nazirite] shall 
shave the head at the time of becoming 
pure, shaving it on the seventh day. 

 
 ׳ט-׳א:׳ו רבדמב

ֹמאלֵּ ה֥שֶֹׁמ־לאֶ יי ר֥בֵּדַיְוַ )א( ־לאֶ ֙רבֵּדַּ )ב( ׃רֽ
 י֤כִּ ה֗שָּׁאִ־וֹֽא שׁי֣אִ ם֑הֶלֵאֲ ֖תָּרְמַאָוְ ל֔אֵרָשְׂיִ י֣נֵבְּ
ּזהַלְ רי֔זִנָ רדֶ֣נֶ ֙רֹדּנְלִ ֙אלִפְיַ  ןיִ֤יַּמִ )ג( ׃ייֽלַ ריִ֖
ּזיַ֙ רכָשֵׁוְ  ה֑תֶּשְׁיִ אֹ֣ל ר֖כָשֵׁ ץמֶֹ֥חוְ ןיִ֛יַ ץמֶֹ֥ח ריִ֔
 םי֥חִלַ םי֛בִנָעֲוַ ה֔תֶּשְׁיִ אֹ֣ל ֙םיבִנָעֲ ת֤רַשְׁמִ־לכׇוְ
ֹל םי֖שִׁבֵיוִ  ֩לֹכּמִ וֹ֑רזְנִ י֣מֵיְ לֹ֖כּ )ד( ׃לֽכֵאֹי א֥
ֹל ג֖זָ־דעַוְ םי֛נִּצַרְחַמֵ ןיִ֗יַּהַ ןפֶ֣גֶּמִ ה֜שֶׂעֵָי ר֨שֶׁאֲ  א֥
ֹבעֲיַ־אֹל רעַ֖תַּ וֹ֔רזְנִ רדֶ֣נֶ ֙ימֵיְ־לכׇּ )ה( ׃לֽכֵאֹי  ר֣
ֹלמְ־דעַ וֹ֑שׁאֹר־לעַ ּזיַ־רשֶׁאֲ ם֜מִָיּהַ תא֨  יילַ ריִ֤
ֶיהְיִ שֹׁ֣דקָ  י֥מֵיְ־לכׇּ )ו( ׃וֹֽשׁאֹר ר֥עַשְׂ ערַ֖פֶּ ל֥דֵּגַּ ה֔
ּזהַ ֹבָי אֹ֥ל ת֖מֵ שׁפֶ֥נֶ־לעַ יילַ וֹ֖ריִ  וי֣בִאָלְ )ז( ׃אֽ
 ם֖הֶלָ א֥מָּטַּיִ־אֹל וֹ֔תֹח֣אַלְּו ֙ויחִאָלְ וֹ֗מּאִלְּו
 י֣מֵיְ לֹ֖כּ )ח( ׃וֹֽשׁאֹר־לעַ וי֖קָֹלאֱ רזֶ֥נֵ י֛כִּ ם֑תָֹמבְּ
 ֙וילָעָ ת֤מֵ תּו֨מָי־יֽכִוְ )ט( ׃ייֽלַ אּו֖ה שֹׁ֥דקָ וֹ֑רזְנִ
ֹר א֖מֵּטִוְ םֹ֔אתְפִּ עתַ֣פֶבְּ  ֙וֹשׁאֹר ח֤לַּגִוְ וֹ֑רזְנִ שׁא֣
 ׃ּונּֽחֶלְּגַיְ י֖עִיבִשְּׁהַ םוֹ֥יּבַּ וֹ֔תרָהֳטׇ םוֹ֣יבְּ
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II. The Birth of Samson  

 
Judges 13:1-5 
(1) The Israelites again did what was 
offensive to HaShem, and HaShem 
delivered them into the hands of the 
Philistines for forty years. (2) There was 
a certain man from Zorah, of the stock of 
Dan, whose name was Manoah. His wife 
was infertile and had borne no 
children.  (3) An angel of HaShem 
appeared to the woman and said to her, 
“You are infertile and have borne no 
children; but you shall conceive and bear 
a son.  (4) Now be careful not to drink 
wine or other intoxicant, or to eat 
anything impure.  (5) For you are going 
to conceive and bear a son; let no razor 
touch his head, for the boy is to be a 
nazirite to God from the womb on. He 
shall be the first to deliver Israel from 
the Philistines.” 

 
 ׳ה-׳א:ג״י םיטפוש

ּופי֙סִֹיּוַ )א(  יי י֣נֵיעֵבְּ ע֖רַהָ תוֹ֥שׂעֲלַ ל֔אֵרָשְׂיִ י֣נֵבְּ ֙
 }פ{ ׃הֽנָשָׁ םי֥עִבָּרְאַ םי֖תִּשְׁלִפְּ־דיַבְּ יי ם֧נֵתְּיִּוַ
 י֖נִדָּהַ תחַ֥פַּשְׁמִּמִ ה֛עָרְצׇּמִ ד֧חָאֶ שׁי֨אִ ֩יהִיְוַ )ב(	
ֹלוְ ה֖רָקָעֲ וֹ֥תּשְׁאִוְ חַוֹ֑נמָ וֹ֣משְּׁו  )ג( ׃הדָֽלָָי א֥
ֹיּוַ ה֑שָּׁאִהָ־לאֶ יי־ךְאַלְמַ א֥רֵָיּוַ  הָי֗לֶאֵ רמֶא֣
ֹלוְ ֙הרָקָעֲ־תְּאַ א֤נָ־הנֵּהִ  תְּדְ֥לַָיוְ תי֖רִהָוְ תְּדְ֔לַָי א֣
 ןיִ֣יַ י֖תִּשְׁתִּ־לאַוְ א֔נָ ירִמְ֣שָּׁהִ ֙התָּעַוְ )ד( ׃ןֽבֵּ
 ךְ֨נָּהִ ֩יכִּ )ה( ׃אֽמֵטָ־לכׇּ י֖לִכְאֹתּ־לאַוְ ר֑כָשֵׁוְ
 וֹ֔שׁאֹר־לעַ ה֣לֶעֲיַ־אֹל ֙הרָוֹמּו ן֗בֵּ תְּדְ֣לַֹיוְ ה֜רָהָ
ֶיהְֽיִ םי֛קִֹלאֱ רי֧זִנְ־יֽכִּ  אּו֗הוְ ןטֶ֑בָּהַ־ןמִ רעַ֖נַּהַ ה֥
 ׃םיֽתִּשְׁלִפְּ ד֥יַּמִ ל֖אֵרָשְׂיִ־תאֶ עַי֥שִׁוֹהלְ ל֛חֵָי

 
 
Judges 13:17-18 
(17) So Manoah said to the angel of HaShem, 
“What is your name? We should like to honor 
you when your words come true.”  (18) The angel 
said to him, “You must not ask for my name; it is 
unknowable!” 

 
 ח״י-ז״י:ג״י םיטפוש

 י֣מִ יי ךְ֥אַלְמַ־לאֶ חַוֹ֛נמָ רמֶאֹ֧יּוַ )זי(
ֹבָי־יֽכִּ ךָ֑מֶשְׁ  ֖]ךָרְבָדְ[ )ךירבד( א֥
 יי ךְ֣אַלְמַ ֙וֹל רמֶאֹ֤יּוַ )חי( ׃ךָּוֽנדְבַּכִוְ
ּז המָּ֥לָ ־אּוהוְ י֑מִשְׁלִ ל֣אַשְׁתִּ הֶ֖
 }פ{ ׃יאלִֽפֶ
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III. The Timnah Woman  

 
Judges 14:1-10 
(1) Once Samson went down to Timnah; 
and while in Timnah, he noticed a certain 
young Philistine woman.  (2) On his 
return, he told his father and mother, “I 
noticed one of the Philistine women in 
Timnah; please get her for me as a 
wife.”  (3) His father and mother said to 
him, “Is there no one among the 
daughters of your own kindred and 
among all our people, that you must go 
and take a wife from the uncircumcised 
Philistines?” But Samson answered his 
father, “Get me that one, for she is the 
one that pleases me.”  (4) His father and 
mother did not realize that his request 
was from HaShem, who was seeking a 
pretext against the Philistines, for the 
Philistines were ruling over Israel at that 
time.  (5) So Samson and his father and 
mother went down to Timnah. 
When he came to the vineyards of 
Timnah [for the first time], a full-grown 
lion came roaring at him.  (6) The spirit 
of HaShem gripped him, and he tore him 
asunder with his bare hands as one might 
tear a kid asunder; but he did not tell his 
father and mother what he had done.  (7) 
Then he went down and spoke to the 
woman, and she pleased Samson. (8) 
Returning the following year to marry 
her, he turned aside to look at the 
remains of the lion; and in the lion’s 
skeleton he found a swarm of bees, and 
honey.  (9) He scooped it into his palms 
and ate it as he went along. When he 
rejoined his father and mother, he gave 
them some and they ate it; but he did not  

 
 ׳י-׳א:ד״י םיטפוש

 ה֛שָּׁאִ ארְ֥יַּוַ התָ֑נָמְתִּ ןוֹ֖שׁמְשִׁ דרֵֶ֥יּוַ )א(
 ֙דגֵּיַּוַ לעַ֗יַּוַ )ב( ׃םיֽתִּשְׁלִפְּ תוֹנ֥בְּמִ התָ֖נָמְתִבְּ
ֹיּוַ וֹ֔מּאִלְּו וי֣בִאָלְ  התָ֖נָמְתִבְ יתִי֥אִרָ ה֛שָּׁאִ רמֶא֗
 י֖לִ הּ֥תָוֹא־ּוחקְ ה֕תָּעַוְ םי֑תִּשְׁלִפְּ תוֹ֣נבְּמִ
 ֩ןיאֵהַ וֹ֗מּאִוְ וי֣בִאָ וֹ֜ל רמֶאֹ֨יּוַ )ג( ׃הֽשָּׁאִלְ
 ֙ךְלֵוֹה ה֤תָּאַ־יֽכִּ ה֔שָּׁאִ ֙ימִּעַ־לכׇבְּו ךָי֤חֶאַ תוֹ֨נבְבִּ
ֹיּוַ םי֑לִרֵעֲהָ םי֖תִּשְׁלִפְּמִ ה֔שָּׁאִ תחַ֣קַלָ  רמֶא֨
 אי֖הִ־יכִּ י֔לִ־חֽקַ הּ֣תָוֹא ֙ויבִאָ־לאֶ ןוֹ֤שׁמְשִׁ
ֹל וֹ֜מּאִוְ וי֨בִאָוְ )ד( ׃יֽנָיעֵבְ ה֥רָשְָׁי  י֤כִּּ ו֗עדְָי א֣
 םי֑תִּשְׁלִפְּמִ שׁ֖קֵּבַמְ־אּוֽה ה֥נָאֲֹת־יֽכִּ אי֔הִ ייֽמֵ
 )ה( ׃לֽאֵרָשְׂיִבְּ םי֥לִשְֹׁמ םי֖תִּשְׁלִפְּ אי֔הִהַ ת֣עֵבָּו
ֵיּוַ ֹבָיּוַ התָ֑נָמְתִּ וֹ֖מּאִוְ וי֥בִאָוְ ןוֹ֛שׁמְשִׁ דרֶ֧ ּוא֙ ־דעַ ֙
 ג֖אֵֹשׁ תוֹ֔ירָאֲ רי֣פִכְּ֙ הנֵּהִוְ התָ֔נָמְתִ י֣מֵרְכַּ
֙ ּוה֙עֵסְּשַׁיְֽוַ יי חַּו֣ר וי֜לָעָ ח֨לַצְתִּוַ )ו( ׃וֹֽתארָקְלִ
 ֙דיגִּהִ אֹ֤לוְ וֹ֑דָיבְּ ןי֣אֵ המָּו֖אמְּו י֔דִגְּהַ ע֣סַּשַׁכְּ
ֵיּוַ )ז( ׃הֽשָׂעָ ר֥שֶׁאֲ ת֖אֵ וֹ֔מּאִלְּו וי֣בִאָלְ  דרֶ֖
 )ח( ׃ןוֹֽשׁמְשִׁ י֥נֵיעֵבְּ ר֖שַׁיתִּוַ ה֑שָּׁאִֽלָ ר֣בֵּדַיְוַ
ָיּוַ  ת֖אֵ תוֹ֔ארְלִ רסַָ֣יּוַ הּ֔תָּחְקַלְ ֙םימִָיּמִ בשׇׁ֤
ֵירְאַהָ תלֶ֣פֶּמַ  ת֥יַּוִגְבִּ םי֛רִוֹבדְּ ת֧דַעֲ ה֨נֵּהִוְ ה֑
ֵיּוַ וי֗פָּכַּ־לאֶּ וה֣דֵּרְיִּוַ )ט( ׃שֽׁבָדְּו הֵ֖ירְאַהָ  ךְלֶ֤
 ן֥תֵּיִּוַ וֹ֔מּאִ־לאֶוְ וי֣בִאָ־לאֶ ֙ךְלֵֶ֙יּוַ לֹ֔כאָוְ ֙ךְוֹלהָ
 ת֥יַּוִגְּמִ י֛כִּ ם֔הֶלָ די֣גִּהִ־אֹלוְּ ול֑כֵאֹיּוַ ם֖הֶלָ
ֵיּוַ )י( ׃שֽׁבָדְּהַ ה֥דָרָ הֵ֖ירְאַהָ ־לאֶּ והי֖בִאָ דרֶ֥
ּ ו֖שׂעֲיַ ן֥כֵּ י֛כִּ ה֔תֶּשְׁמִ ֙ןוֹשׁמְשִׁ ם֤שָׁ שׂעַ֨יַּוַ ה֑שָּׁאִֽהָ
 ׃םיֽרִּוחבַּהַ

 

tell them that he had scooped the 
honey out of a lion’s skeleton. (10) 

So his father came down to the 
woman, and Samson made a feast 

there, as young men used to do. 
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Judges 14:19 
(19) The spirit of HaShem gripped him. 
He went down to Ashkelon and killed 
thirty of its men. He stripped them and 
gave the sets of clothing to those who 
had answered the riddle. And he left in a 
rage for his father’s house. 

 ט״י:ד״י םיטפוש

ֵיּוַ יי חַּו֣ר וי֜לָעָ ח֨לַצְתִּוַ )טי(  ךְ֥יַּוַ ןוֹ֜לקְשְׁאַ דרֶ֨
 ם֔תָוֹצי֣לִחֲ־תאֶ ֙חקַּיִּוַ שׁי֗אִ םי֣שִֹׁלשְׁ ׀ ם֣הֶמֵ
 וֹ֔פּאַ רחַ֣יִּוַ ה֑דָיחִהַ י֖דֵיגִּמַלְ תוֹ֔פילִחֲהַ֙ ןתֵּיִּוַ
 ׃ּוהיֽבִאָ תי֥בֵּ לעַ֖יַּוַ

 

IV. Samson and the Philistines, Part 1 

 
Judges 15:9-15 
(9) The Philistines came up, pitched 
camp in Judah and spread out over 
Lehi.  (10) Judah’s side asked, “Why 
have you come up against us?” They 
answered, “We have come to take 
Samson prisoner, and to do to him as 
he did to us.”  (11) Thereupon three 
thousand Judahites went down to the 
cave of the rock of Etam, and they said 
to Samson, “You knew that the 
Philistines rule over us; why have you 
done this to us?” He replied, “As they 
did to me, so I did to them.”  (12) “We 
have come down,” they told him, “to 
take you prisoner and to hand you over 
to the Philistines.” “But swear to me,” 
said Samson to them, “that you 
yourselves will not attack me.”  (13) 
“We won’t,” they replied. “We will 
only take you prisoner and hand you 
over to them; we will not slay you.” So 
they bound him with two new ropes 
and brought him up from the rock. 
(14) When he reached Lehi, the 
Philistines came shouting to meet him. 
Thereupon the spirit of HaShem 
gripped him, and the ropes on his arms 
became like flax that catches fire; the 
bonds melted off  

 ו״ט-׳ט:ו״ט םיטפוש

ּ ו֖שׁטְנָּיִּוַ ה֑דָּוהיֽבִּּ ו֖נחֲיַּֽוַ םי֔תִּשְׁלִפְּ ו֣לעֲיַּוַ )ט(
ֹיּוַ )י( ׃יחִֽלֶּבַּ ּורמְאֽ  ם֣תֶילִעֲ ה֖מָלָ ה֔דָּוהיְ שׁי֣אִ ֙
ּ וני֔לִעָ ן֙וֹשׁמְשִׁ־תאֶ רוֹ֤סאֱלֶּ ו֗רמְאֹיּוַּ וני֑לֵעָ
ֵיּוַ )אי( ׃ּונֽלָ השָׂ֥עָ ר֖שֶׁאֲכַּ וֹ֔ל תוֹ֣שׂעֲלַ ֹלשְּׁ ו֡דרְֽ  ֩תשֶׁ֩
 ֒םטָיעֵ עלַ֣סֶ ֮ףיעִסְ־לאֶ ה֗דָּוהיֽמִ שׁי֜אִ םי֨פִלָאֲ
ֹלהֲ ןוֹ֗שׁמְשִׁלְּ ו֣רמְאֹיּוַ ֙ ּונ֙בָּ םי֥לִשְֹׁמ־יֽכִּ ֙תָּעְ֙דַָי א֤
ֹיּוַּ ונ֑לָּ תָי֣שִׂעָ תאֹּ֖ז־המַּו םי֔תִּשְׁלִפְּ  ם֔הֶלָ רמֶא֣
ֹיּוַ )בי( ׃םֽהֶלָ יתִי֥שִׂעָ ן֖כֵּ י֔לִּ ושׂ֣עָ ֙רשֶׁאֲֽכַּ ֙ וֹלּ ורמְא֤
 רמֶאֹ֤יּוַ םי֑תִּשְׁלִפְּ־דיַבְּ ֖ךָתְּתִלְּ ונדְ֔רַָי ֣ךָרְסׇאֱלֶ
 ׃םֽתֶּאַ י֖בִּ ןּו֥עגְּפְתִּ־ןֽפֶּ י֔לִּ ו֣עבְשָּׁהִ ןוֹ֔שׁמְשִׁ֙ םהֶלָ
ֹיּוַ )גי( ֹמאלֵ וֹ֣לּ ורמְא֧ ֹל ר֗ ֹסאָ־יֽכִּ א֚  ֙ךָרְסׇאֱנֶ ר֤
ּ וה֗רֻסְאַיַּוַ ךָ֑תֶימִנְ אֹ֣ל ת֖מֵהָוְ ם֔דָָיבְ ךָּו֣נּתַנְּו
 )די( ׃עלַֽסָּהַ־ןמִּ והּו֖לעֲיַּֽוַ םי֔שִׁדָחֲ םי֣תִֹבעֲ ֙םיִ֙נַשְׁבִּ
 וֹ֑תארָקְלִּ ועי֣רִהֵ םי֖תִּשְׁלִפְּו יחִ֔לֶ־דעַ א֣בָ־אּוה
 ר֣שֶׁאֲ םי֜תִֹבעֲהָ הנָיֶ֨יהְתִּוַ יי חַּו֣ר וי֜לָעָ ח֨לַצְתִּוַ
ּ וסּ֥מַּיִּוַ שׁ֔אֵבָּ ו֣רעֲבָּ ר֣שֶׁאֲ ֙םיתִּשְׁפִּכַּ וי֗תָוֹעוֹרזְ־לעַ
 רוֹ֖מחֲ־יחִלְ א֥צָמְיִּוַ )וט( ׃ויֽדָָי ל֥עַמֵ וי֖רָּוסאֱ
ָיּרִטְ  ׃שׁיֽאִ ףלֶ֥אֶ הּ֖בָּ־ךְיַּוַ הָ֔חֶקָּיִּוַ֙ וֹדָי ח֤לַשְׁיִּוַ ה֑

 

 

his hands.  (15) He came upon a fresh 
jawbone of a donkey and he picked it 

up; and with it he killed a thousand 
men. 


