
What’s Bothering Rashi?  
Vayakahel-Pikudei 

 
Exodus 40:33-38 
And he set up the enclosure around 
the Tabernacle and the altar, and put 
up the screen for the gate of the 
enclosure. When Moses had 
finished the work (34) the cloud 
covered the Tent of Meeting, and 
the Presence of HaShem filled the 
Tabernacle. (35) Moses could not 
enter the Tent of Meeting, 
because the cloud had settled 
upon it and the Presence of the 
HaShem filled the Tabernacle. 
(36) When the cloud lifted from the 
Tabernacle, the Israelites would set 
out, on their various journeys; (37) 
but if the cloud did not lift, they 
would not set out until such time as 
it did lift. (38) For over the 
Tabernacle a cloud of HaShem 
rested by day, and fire would appear 
in it by night, in the view of all the 
house of Israel throughout their 
journeys. 

 ח״ל-ד״ל:׳מ תומש
 אלֵ֖מָ יי דוֹב֣כְוּ דעֵ֑וֹמ להֶאֹ֣־תאֶ ן נָ֖עָהֶ סכַ֥יְוַ )דל(
 להֶאֹ֣־לאֶ א֙וֹבלָ השֶׁ֗מֹ לכֹ֣יָ־אֹלוְ )הל( ׃ןכָּֽשְׁמִּהַ־תאֶ
־תאֶ אלֵ֖מָ יי דוֹב֣כְוּ ן נָ֑עָהֶ וילָ֖עָ ןכַ֥שָׁ־יכִּֽ דעֵ֔וֹמ
 וּע֖סְיִ ןכָּ֔שְׁמִּהַ לעַ֣מֵ ן֙נָעָהֶֽ תוֹל֤עָהֵבְוּ )ול( ׃ןכָּֽשְׁמִּהַ
ֹל־םאִוְ )זל( ׃םהֶֽיעֵסְמַ לכֹ֖בְּ לאֵ֑רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣בְּ  הלֶ֖עָיֵ א֥
ֹלוְ ן נָ֑עָהֶ  יי ןנַ֨עֲ י֩כִּ )חל( ׃וֹתMֽעָהֵ םוֹי֖־דעַ וּע֔סְיִ א֣
־לכָ ינֵ֥יעֵלְ וֹבּ֑ הלָיְלַ֖ ה֥יֶהְתִּ שׁאֵ֕וְ םמָ֔וֹי ן֙כָּשְׁמִּהַ־לעַֽ
 ׃םהֶֽיעֵסְמַ־לכָבְּ לאֵ֖רָשְׂיִ־תיבֵּֽ

 
Rashi on Exodus 40:35 

דעומ להא לא אובל השמ לכי אלו (1)  
MOSES COULD NOT ENTER 
THE TENT OF MEETING — But 
another verse says, (Numbers 7:89) 
“And when Moses came into the 
appointed tent”!  
 

 ה״ל:׳מ תומש לע י"שר
 בוּתכָוְ .דעומ להא לא אובל השמ לכי אלו )א(
 רבדמב( דעֵוֹמ להֶאֹ לאֶ השֶׁמֹ אֹבבְוּ רמֵוֹא דחָאֶ
 יכִּ – םהֶינֵיבֵּ עַירִכְהִוְ ישִׁילִשְּׁהַ בוּתכָּהַ אבָּ ?)'ז
 וילָעָ היָהָשֶׁ ןמַזְ לכָּ התָּעַמֵ רמֹאֱ ,ןנָעָהֶ וילָעָ ןכַשָׁ
 סנָכְנִ ןנָעָהֶ קלֵּתַּסְנִ ,אֹבלָ לוֹכיָ היָהָ אֹל ןנָעָהֶ
 :)ארפס( וֹמּעִ רבֵּדַמְוּ



 
Numbers 7:89 
(89) When Moses went into the 
Tent of Meeting to speak with Him, 
he would hear the Voice addressing 
him from above the cover that was 
on top of the Ark of the Pact 
between the two cherubim; thus He 
spoke to him. 

 ט״פ:׳ז רבדמב
ֹבבְוּ )טפ(  רבֵּ֣דַלְ ד֮עֵוֹמ להֶאֹ֣־לאֶ השֶׁ֜מֹ א֨
 וילָ֗אֵ רבֵּ֣דַּמִ לוֹקּ֜הַ־תאֶ עמַ֨שְׁיִּוַ וֹ֒תּאִ
 תדֻ֔עֵהָ ןרֹ֣אֲ־לעַ ר֙שֶׁאֲ ת֙רֶפֹּ֨כַּהַ לעַ֤מֵ
 )פ( ׃וילָֽאֵ רבֵּ֖דַיְוַ םיבִ֑רֻכְּהַ ינֵ֣שְׁ ןיבֵּ֖מִ

 
 
Exodus 24:18 
(18) Moses went inside the cloud 
and ascended the mountain; and 
Moses remained on the mountain 
forty days and forty nights. 

 
 ח״י:ד״כ תומש
ֹביָּוַ )חי( ־לאֶ לעַ֣יַּוַ ן נָ֖עָהֶ ]וֹת֥בְּ השֶׁ֛מֹ א֥
 םוֹי֔ םיעִ֣בָּרְאַ רהָ֔בָּ ה֙שֶׁמֹ יהִ֤יְוַ רהָ֑הָ
 )פ( ׃הלָיְלָֽ םיעִ֖בָּרְאַוְ

 
 
Rashi’s Solution: 
There comes, however, a third verse and reconciles these apparently 
contradictory verses, for it says here ןנעה וילע ןכש יכ  “Because (or for or when) 
the cloud had settled upon it.” Hence you may say: so long as the cloud was 
upon it “he was not able to come into the appointed tent”, but as soon as the 
cloud disappeared he entered it and spoke with Him (Sifra, Braita d'Rabbi 
Yishmael 18). 
 
 
Ramban’s Solution: 
 

Leviticus 1:1 
(1) HaShem called to Moses and 
spoke to him from the Tent of 
Meeting, saying: 

 ׳א:׳א ארקיו
 וילָ֔אֵ יי רבֵּ֤דַיְוַ השֶׁ֑מֹ־לאֶ ארָ֖קְיִּוַ )א(
 ׃רמֹֽאלֵ דעֵ֖וֹמ להֶאֹ֥מֵ

 
 


