What’s Bothering Rashi?
Vayakahel-Pikudei

Exodus 40:33-38

And he set up the enclosure around
the Tabernacle and the altar, and put
up the screen for the gate of the
enclosure. When Moses had
finished the work (34) the cloud
covered the Tent of Meeting, and
the Presence of HaShem filled the
Tabernacle. (35) Moses could not
enter the Tent of Meeting,
because the cloud had settled
upon it and the Presence of the
HaShem filled the Tabernacle.
(36) When the cloud lifted from the
Tabernacle, the Israelites would set
out, on their various journeys; (37)
but if the cloud did not lift, they
would not set out until such time as
it did lift. (38) For over the
Tabernacle a cloud of HaShem
rested by day, and fire would appear
in it by night, in the view of all the
house of Israel throughout their
journeys.

Rashi on Exodus 40:35

(1) 7911 2% DR X125 7wn 920 kN
MOSES COULD NOT ENTER
THE TENT OF MEETING — But
another verse says, (Numbers 7:89)
“And when Moses came into the
appointed tent”!
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Numbers 7:89

(89) When Moses went into the
Tent of Meeting to speak with Him,
he would hear the Voice addressing
him from above the cover that was
on top of the Ark of the Pact
between the two cherubim; thus He
spoke to him.

Exodus 24:18

(18) Moses went inside the cloud
and ascended the mountain; and
Moses remained on the mountain
forty days and forty nights.
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Rashi’s Solution:

There comes, however, a third verse and reconciles these apparently
contradictory verses, for it says here 11511 159 19v °2 “Because (or for or when)
the cloud had settled upon it.” Hence you may say: so long as the cloud was
upon it “he was not able to come into the appointed tent”, but as soon as the
cloud disappeared he entered it and spoke with Him (Sifra, Braita d'/Rabbi
Yishmael 18).

Ramban’s Solution:

Leviticus 1:1

(1) HaShem called to Moses and
spoke to him from the Tent of
Meeting, saying:
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